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     It is hard to believe that this is 

our 14th annual pub party!  And 

returning to entertain us with their 

special brand of Irish music is the 

Conklin Ceili Band!  The band is 

performing all over the region, and 

ZH�DUH�IRUWXQDWH�WKDW�RXU�GDWH�¿WV�
their busy schedule. We will begin 

with a warm-up by our own Kevin 

Donovan, David McIntire, and Jim 

Mayo, followed by the Conklin 

Ceili Band.

����7LPH�ÀLHV��DQG�WKUHH�\HDUV�KDYH�
SDVVHG�VLQFH�ZH�¿UVW�RSHQHG�+HQ-

nessy’s Pub in January 2011 with 

our annual pub party. And now the 

WUDGLWLRQ�RI�RXU�¿UVW�HYHQW�RI������
continues there. Of course, Irish 

victuals and libations will be avail-

able, and there is no cover charge. 

Sunday afternoon football will be 

over, so break out of the winter 

blahs and join us for this great time 

DW�+HQQHVV\¶V���1R�UHVHUYDWLRQV�
necessary. 

See you there!
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Join Us for the 14th annual pub party 
featuring Conklin Ceili Band

WHAT: Muskegon Irish American 

Society 14th annual pub party

WHERE: Hennessy’s Irish Pub & 

Restaurant 885 Jefferson Street 

Muskegon, 231-728-3333.

WHEN: Sunday, February 16, 

2014 1:30 - 4:00 p.m.

No Reservations & No cover charge



�����$W�RXU�DQQXDO�PRYLH�QLJKW�LQ�1RYHPEHU��ZH�
named our Irish Person of the Year. This honor 

is not known to the recipient until the announce-

ment is made by our President, Kevin Donovan. 

Our 2013 Irish Person of the Year is William 

(Bill) Crimmins.

     Bill was born on April 23, 1919, in Boston. 

+H�ZDV�WKH�WKLUG�FKLOG�DQG�¿UVW�VRQ�RI�QLQH�FKLO-
dren born to his parents, who had emigrated from 

Ireland in 1910. Two of Bill’s siblings died as 

children, and in 1931 his father died of pneu-

PRQLD��6XGGHQO\��%LOO¶V�PRWKHU�1RUD�ZDV�OHIW�WR�
support seven children, with Bill being the oldest 

boy. Bill worked thirty hours a week in a grocery 

store while attending high school to help the fam-

ily make ends meet. In World War II Bill initially 

received a hardship deferment because he was the sole support of 

KLV�IDPLO\��EXW�LQ�0D\�RI������KH�ZDV�GUDIWHG�LQWR�WKH�$UP\��+H�
served in Europe for the duration of the war, and was discharged 

as a sergeant.

 Bill returned to Boston, and in 1946 he married 

the love of his life, Betty Grottendeck. While 

working full time, Bill attended night school for 

six years, and earned an engineering and manage-

PHQW�GHJUHH��+H�WKHQ�HPEDUNHG�XSRQ�D�UHPDUN-

able business career with engineering positions in 

a number of states, especially with Brunswick. 

In 1984 he and Betty retired in Muskegon.  

In Muskegon Bill and Betty were very active in 

St. Francis parish, the Knights of Columbus, and 

our club. They raised a family of nine children, 

have twenty-eight grand children, and nine great-

grandchildren. Betty passed away in 2008.

     Bill and his family maintain strong ties to 

family and friends in Ireland, and he and Betty 

spent many happy times visiting there and host-

ing Irish visitors here. Bill is a great example for us all as our 

Irish Person of the Year.  At 94 years young, he still has that 

twinkle in his eye and the mirth of his Irish heritage.

Congratulations to Bill Crimmins and his family!

Dues Notice
Enclosed with this newsletter is our 2014 dues notice. 
Please pay your dues promptly they are critical to support 
our club’s activities.  Thank you!

William (Bill) Crimmins
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     The parents of our fellow member Fr. Bill Langlois were members of 

our club from its earliest days, and after the passing of his Dad, also named 

Bill, Fr. Bill and his mother Ginny still attend as many of our events that 

his busy schedule allows as pastor of 

6W��3DWULFN¶V�3DULVK�LQ�*UDQG�+DYHQ��
Recently his parish celebrated with Fr. 

Bill his 40th anniversary of ordination 

to the priesthood, and we join in con-

gratulating Fr. Bill and wish him many 

more years of health, happiness, and 

blessings in God’s service! By the way, 

Fr. Bill almost always wins one of our 

UDIÀH�SUL]HV�DW�RXU�HYHQWV��VR�KDYH�KLP�
EX\�\RXU�UDIÀH�WLFNHWV�QH[W�WLPH�

     

Past Event
�����/DVW�1RYHPEHU���DERXW�QLQHW\�PHPEHUV�DQG�JXHVWV�
attended our annual Irish movie night at the Muskegon 

0XVHXP�RI�$UW��:H�¿UVW�HQMR\HG�GHVVHUWV�SUHVHQWHG�E\�
our Vice-President, Kathleen Marek, and our Secre-

tary, Jeanne O’Brien. We then honored our 2013 Irish 

Person of the year, long-time member Bill Crimmins.  

Our fellow member and movie critic extraordinaire, 

Bill Iddings, provided an introduction to our eve-

QLQJ¶V�¿OP��7KH�,QIRUPHU��7KH�,QIRUPHU�LV�D�FODVVLF�
¿OP�SURGXFHG�DQG�GLUHFWHG�E\�,ULVK�$PHULFDQ�GLUHFWRU�
John Ford in Dublin in 1935.  The Informer won four 

academy awards -  Best Actor, Best Director, Best 

Screenplay, and Best Musical Score. To see the acting 

style from the those times and the artistry of John Ford 

in this black and white movie was a new experience 

for many of us.  We thank everyone who made this 

night such a success, and we look forward to seeing 

\RX�DJDLQ�QH[W�1RYHPEHU�

Fr. Bill Langlois Celebrates 
40th Anniversary as Priest

Bill Crimmins Named 2013 Irish Person of the Year

Fr. Bill and Ginny Langlois
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      It is fun to see 

trends in the names 

given to babies in 

Ireland and in the 

United States.  

According to the 

latest birth statistics 

from both countries, 

KHUH�DUH�WKH�WRS�¿YH�
names for boys and 

girls:

Most  Popular Children’s Names in Ireland and the U.S.

���:KHQ�WKH�IDPRXV�,ULVK�SRHW�6HDPXV�+HDQH\�
died early last fall, we were remiss in not 

mentioning his passing in our newsletter. 

+LV�VWRU\�WHOOLQJ�DQG�SRHWU\�ZLOO�OLYH�RQ�DV�
classics of literature. Some of us had the won-

derful opportunity a few years ago to attend a 

reading he gave at Aquinas College in Grand 

5DSLGV��+HUH�LV�DQ�H[FHUSW�IURP�KLV�:LNLSHGLD�
biography:

���6HDPXV�-XVWLQ�+HDQH\�����$SULO������±����
August 2013) was an Irish poet, playwright, 

translator and lecturer, and the recipient of the 

�����1REHO�3UL]H�LQ�/LWHUDWXUH��,Q�WKH�HDUO\�
1960s, he  became a lecturer in Belfast after 

attending university there, and began to pub-

OLVK�SRHWU\��+H�OLYHG�LQ�6DQG\PRXQW��'XEOLQ��
from 1972 until his death. 

���+HDQH\�ZDV�D�SURIHVVRU�DW�+DUYDUG�IURP�
1981 to 1997 and its Poet in Residence from 

1988 to 2006. From 1989 to 1994 he was also 

the Professor of Poetry at 

Oxford and in 1996 was 

made a Commandeur de 

l’Ordre des Arts et Lettres. 

Other awards that he 

received include the Geof-

IUH\�)DEHU�0HPRULDO�3UL]H�
(1968), the E. M. Forster 

$ZDUG���������WKH�3(1�
7UDQVODWLRQ�3UL]H���������
the Golden Wreath of Poet-

U\���������7��6��(OLRW�3UL]H�
(2006) and two Whitbread 

3UL]HV�������DQG��������
In 2012, he was awarded 

the Lifetime Recognition 

$ZDUG�IURP�WKH�*ULI¿Q�7UXVW�)RU�([FHOOHQFH�
,Q�3RHWU\��+LV�OLWHUDU\�SDSHUV�DUH�KHOG�E\�WKH�
1DWLRQDO�/LEUDU\�RI�,UHODQG�
   Robert Lowell called him “the most impor-

tant Irish poet since Yeats” and many others, 

including the academic John Sutherland, have 

echoed the sentiment that he was “the great-

est poet of our age”. Robert Pinsky has stated 

that “with his wonderful gift of eye and ear 

+HDQH\�KDV�WKH�JLIW�RI�WKH�VWRU\�WHOOHU´��
Upon his death in 2013, The Irish Independent 

described him as “probably the best-known 

poet in the world”.

  Remembering        
Seamus Heaney
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“Walk on air 
against your 

better 
judgement”.
Seamus Heaney

The GREENING 
of Chicago for 
St. Patrick’s Day
    The City of Chicago and 

Tourism Ireland have teamed up 

to make Chicago the  greenest 

city in the world on St. Patrick’s 

Day!  Beginning on March 10, 

every night  green lights will 

start to illuminate various Chi-

cago landmarks, culminating on                         

St. Patrick’s  Day with the entire 

city lighted in green. 

In addition, between March 10 - 

17, all Chicago  restaurants, pubs, 

and other businesses are being 

ask to light up there premises in 

green.  This green Chicago will 

be quite a spectacle to see!

Jack                                                 

James                                                                

Daniel

Sean

Connor

Ethan

Jacob

Mason            

Noah             

William            

 Michigan Irish American Hall of Fame Dedication at Hennessy’s
  

$W�RXU�SXE�SDUW\�RQ�6XQGD\��)HEUXDU\�����DW�+HQQHVV\¶V��FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI��RXU�
FOXE¶V�GLVSOD\�RI�WKH�0LFKLJDQ�,ULVK�$PHULFDQ�+DOO�RI�)DPH�ZLOO�EH�WDNLQJ�VKDSH���
:H�KDYH�SXW�D�ORW�RI�HIIRUW�LQWR�FUHDWLQJ�RXU�VWDWH¶V�RQO\�+DOO�RI�)DPH�PHPRULDO-
L]LQJ�WKH�FRQWULEXWLRQV�RI�,ULVK�$PHULFDQV�WR�RXU�FLWL]HQV��DQG�ZH�FDQ�EH�MXVWL¿DEO\�
be proud of this accomplishment!

 It is not too late to be listed on the 

display as a donor, and you can send 

your contribution with your dues to our 

treasurer, Bruce Duff, at the same ad-

dress on your dues notice.

Sophie

Emma

Emily

Grace

Lily

Sophia

Emma

Isabella

Olivia

Ava

Ireland             United States

girls
Ireland               United States
boys



Special Waterford 
Crystal Raffle

�����2XU�FOXE�LV�UHFHLYLQJ�D�VWDWH�UDIÀH�
OLFHQVH�WR�FRQGXFW�D�UDIÀH�RI�D�VSHFLDO�
large Waterford crystal vase throughout 

this year.  You will be receiving details 

RI�WKH�UDIÀH�LQ�WKH�QHDU�IXWXUH��
3URFHHGV�IURP�WKH�UDIÀH�ZLOO�EH�XVHG�WR�
support our club’s activities, especially 

WKH�0LFKLJDQ�,ULVK�$PHULFDQ�+DOO�RI�
Fame.Thank you to our board members 

Dee Carlson and Joe Doyle for their 

leadership in this project!
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Saint Patrick’s Party

    Our Music Festival board has again planned a 

great community St. Patrick’s  party on March 7 & 8 

at the Fricano Event Center. The hours are 5:30 - 11 

pm on both nights, and tickets are only $6.00 per 

person at the door or online at michiganirish.org. 

Live entertainment will include Crossbow, Bruno’s 

Boys, and the Ardan Academy of Dance. Food and 

EHYHUDJHV�ZLOO�EH�DYDLODEOH��DQG�D�¿QH�VLOHQW�DXFWLRQ��
Don’t miss the fun!

Downtown St. Patrick’s Parade on Saturday, March 15
����7KH�0XVNHJRQ�-D\FHHV�FOXE��ZLWK�WKH�VXSSRUW�RI�+HQQHVV\¶V��WKH�0XVLF�)HVWLYDO���
DQG�RWKHU�0XVNHJRQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�EXVLQHVVHV��LV�VSRQVRULQJ�RXU�DUHD¶V�6W�3DWULFN¶V��
3DUDGH�RQ�6DWXUGD\��0DUFK�����WR�EHQH¿W�ORFDO�IRRG�SDQWULHV��3DUWLFLSDQWV�LQ�WKH�SDUDGH�
are asked to bring non-perishable food items to donate. Our club will be marching in the 

SDUDGH�DQG�ZH�LQYLWH�DOO�PHPEHUV�DQG�IULHQGV�WR�MRLQ�XV��7KH�SDUDGH�ZLOO�OHDYH�+DFNOH\�
3DUN�DW��������DP�DQG�SURFHHG�WR�+HQQHVV\¶V��ZKHUH�DQ�HQWHUWDLQPHQW�WHQW�ZLOO�EH�VHW�Xp. 

 

41st Annual 
Flagraising 
at Hennessy’s on 
St. Patrick’s Day 

  On St. Patrick’s Day on Monday, March 17, 

RXU�FOXE�ZLOO�EH�UDLVLQJ�WKH�,ULVK�ÀDJ�LQ�GRZQ-

WRZQ�0XVNHJRQ�IRU�WKH�IRUW\�¿UVW�\HDU�LQ�D�URZ���
The ceremony will take place at noon at 

+HQQHVV\¶V��$IWHUZDUG��ZH�ZLOO�JDWKHU�
LQIRUPDOO\�DW�+HQQHVV\¶V�IRU�D��FRQYLYLDO�QRRQ�
hour get-together. Come and help us carry on 

this tradition!

March 7 & 8 at Fricano Event Center

Newsletter’s New Look
��$IWHU�PDQ\�\HDUV�1HLO�0XOODOO\�LV�WXUQLQJ�RYHU�PXFK�RI�WKH�QHZVOHWWHU¶V�FUHDWLRQ�WR�D�
fellow member and graphic designer, who wishes to remain anonymous. What a great 

new look and thank you!

Irish Language Lessons
at Hennessy’s

   Irish language lessons are now 
being offered by an enthusiastic 
group, West Michigan Gaeltacht, at 
Hennessy’s.There is no charge, and 
the participants are having a lot 
of fun. The meeting schedule can 
be found on the group’s facebook 
page: facebook.com/wmgaeltacht


